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Easter - The Joy of the Resurrection
 
Dear MI Members and Friends, 

St. Maximilian, through the following words, spoken at a conference, helps us to understand how to live a fruitful Easter season: "Easter has passed. Now we need to make an examination of conscience about which spiritual gains we have acquired during the feast. Have we celebrated only externally the Resurrection? If everything was limited only to the external joy - then the feasts have not reached their goal. [...] Yesterday, one of the friars told me that there are very heavy and very sad moments in life, and that this is the sign that the spiritual life is weakening. Even St. Paul no longer wanted to live (cf. Phil 1:23), yet he was the Apostle of the Gentiles! These symptoms are not a sign of evil. It is not about never being sad or down. If there were no obstacles, we could not merit anything. [...] The core of the resurrection is for us to harmonize our will with the will of God. Nothing more. Everything else is just a means. [...] What I have said is not easy in daily life and it takes a lot of experience to be able to walk with joy on this road "(SK 160).

The joy that characterizes our way of life, by virtue of the certainty and importance of the resurrection, is not simply something external, as it arises from the depths of the heart. The most beautiful reason for the joy is the joyful awareness to seek always to harmonize our will to the divine will. This fills us with unspeakable joy. Obviously, this dimension has to be particularly evident in consecrated persons who must make it very visible, through their daily witness. Moreover, the same Father Kolbe, precisely because of the profound joy that he bore in his heart, the result of communion with the Risen One, he manages to give his life for the father of a family in Auschwitz, just as he did in every situation of his journey of faith and as a consecrated person.

The Polish martyr makes us realize that real joy is that which is expressed even in times of sorrow. In a conference, he was able to say, "If anyone loves God, when all goes well, cannot say with confidence that he loves God. If anyone loves God when physical suffering surrounds him - poverty, insecurity, failures- and he bears all with joy, then he can say to himself that he has received the grace to love God. With joy - not to say that he does not experience or does not feel the pain. Yes, he feels, but is able to submit to the will of God. [...] However, the physical suffering is not all. God can afford a time of insecurity – ‘Am I in God's grace? Or not? ‘This is a great suffering for the soul that loves God, when God seems to abandon him. If the soul endures these sufferings with joy, experiencing them fully, then he can say together with the Lord Jesus, "It is finished" (Jn19:30). The sanctification of my soul is fulfilled " (SK 221).

It is even possible to be joyful in pain. The wounds we feel, and they hurt. They are not taken away, but the inner joy that flows from our communion with Christ transcends and heals. It is not about not feeling the trials and difficulties, but to overcome them with the overwhelming joy that runs deep in the interior life.

The Immaculata is a source of unspeakable joy. She guides us to enter into the depths of the Resurrection that she experiences now in full communion with Christ. Maximilian expressed in a conference: "It is a custom here in Niepokalanów to greet one another with the name "Maria ". We say so out of habit. But does the Immaculata get angry with us if we say it out of habit? We are weak and we get used to things very quickly, but the Immaculata knows that we are weak and we do not count this as malice. And, even if we say it out of habit, it is an act of praise of her and she welcomes it - indeed, very much welcomes it and is pleased "(SK 37).

The Virgin leads us to deeply understand our living as "risen people", that is, believers always aimed at achieving the eternal reward won for us by Jesus. The joy is the mark of our journey towards eternal life.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. 
Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, 
inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ, joy is constantly born anew. 
Pope Francis, EG 1. 
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